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1000 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC  20585 
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The National Biodiesel Board appreciates the opportunity to offer comments on the Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking entitled “Alternative Fuel Transportation Program: Alternative 
Compliance” (RIN 1904-AB66). 

BIODIESEL BACKGROUND 

Biodiesel is a domestically produced, renewable fuel that can be used in unmodified diesel engines 
with the current fueling infrastructure.  It is commonly made from vegetable oils such as soybean oil.  
Biodiesel can be used immediately and seamlessly as a clean-burning, no-sulfur alternative fuel 
or lubricity additive.  In addition, the use of biodiesel contributes to a longer equipment life, 
lower maintenance costs and less equipment downtime. 

As DoE is already aware, biodiesel has enormous healthy emissions attributes, ultra low sulfur 
levels, and lubricity characteristics. Testing confirms that biodiesel is non-toxic, readily 
biodegradable, and reduces serious air pollutants such as carbon monoxide, unburned hydrocarbons, 
particulates, sulfate emissions and air toxics.  

PROPOSED RULE COMMENTS 

First, we want to publicly state our support for DoE’s Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
Program staff for drafting these comments as they did. Further, we want to commend DoE in two 
important areas: 

1.	 State and utility fleets are an important partner for the biodiesel industry, and therefore 
we were very pleased to see that DoE is providing them, in this proposed rule, maximum 
flexibility for compliance. By not including limited compliance provisions, we believe 
that the regulated community will be able to use those methods most applicable and 
beneficial to their respective fleets and the communities in which they are located. 
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2.	 Second, we firmly believe that the congressional intent when enacting this language was 
not to restrict any particular technology in any way. Therefore, we commend DoE for 
adhering to this congressional intent by allowing fleets to meet the petroleum reduction 
levels in their most appropriate manner. Certainly we agree that there should be no cap on 
the usage of biodiesel use to meet these reduction levels. It just makes sense that its usage 
in fleets to reduce petroleum consumption should not be limited in any way. 

Again, we appreciate the opportunity to provide this written statement on this proposed rule.  We 
encourage DoE to maintain the maximum flexibility for state and utility fleets to comply with the 
alternative compliance provisions.  

If you need any other information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Joe Jobe, Executive Director 
National Biodiesel Board 
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